CURRICULUM VITAE

Rachko Popov

DATE OF BIRTH: March 30, 1953
PLACE OF BIRTH: Karnobat, Bulgaria
NATIONALITY: Bulgaria

EDUCATION:

1984 — Ph.D. at Ethnographic Institute and Museum of Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences. Ph.D. Thesis: “Bulgarian Folk Demonological and Mythological believes”.

1978 — Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Department of History,
specialization “Ethnography”

PRESENT PROFESSIONAL POSITION:

1993 - Present — Director of the Ethnographic Institute and Museum of
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
2002 - Present — Professor Thesis: “Saints and Demons at the

Balkans”

PREVIOUS POSITIONS:
1991-1993 Assoc. Professor EIM-BAS
1989-1991 Academic Secretary EIM-BAS
1984 Researcher EIM-BAS




MEMBERSHIP IN EDITORIAL BOARDS:
Editor-in-chief of the Book Series “Ethnographic Problems of the Folk Culture”

(“ETtHorpadcku npobiiemu Ha HapoaHata Kyntypa’) and “Bulgarian Regional Researches”
(“bBATapCKN PETMOHATHY U3CICABAHUS ).
Member of the Editorial Board of the Journal “Bulgarian Ethnology” (“bsarapcka

€THOJIOTU ).

EDITORSHIP OF BOOKS:
Editor of the Book “The Ritual Table” (“O6pennara tpamnesa’). Sofia, 2006.

Editor of the Symposium Proceedings Book “Ivan Shishmanov — the forum” (“Us.
[ummanoB - popymst”), Vol. 1. (in print)

Co-Editor of the Book “The Problems of Modern Ethnology” (“IlpoGiemu Ha
chBpeMeHHara etHosorus”’), Sofia, 2004.

Co-Editor of Conference Proceedings Book “The Socialism — reality and Illusions”
(Commanu3mbT — peaqHoCT 1 wito3un”), Sofia, 2003.

Editor of the Book “Bulgarian Plant and Animal World” (“Pactutennust u
YKUBOTHHCKHSAT CBAT B TPAJAUITMOHHATA KYJITypa Ha Obirapute”), Sofia, 2003.

Co-Editor of the Book “Crypto Christianity and Religious Syncretism at the
Balkan” (“KpunToXpUCTHUSHCTBO M PEIWITHO3€H CHUHKpeTH3bM Ha bankanute”), Sofia,
2002.

Editor-in-chief of the book “The Thracian and Its World” (“TpakuenbT u HerOBHST

cear”’). Sofia, 2004, Vol. 2.

PUBLICATIONS:

In Bulgaria:

Books:
“Peperuda and “German” (“Tlenepyna u I'epman’). Sofia, 1989.
“Saints twins” in Bulgarian Traditional Calendar” (“Csernu Onu3Hamu B

OBJTapCKUs TPAAUIIMOHEH KaneHaap”). Sofia, 1991.



- “Bulgarian Mythology” (“bwarapcka muromnorus’). Sofia, 1994.

- “Bulgarian Traditional Calendar” (“bwarapcku tpamuimoneH kamenmap’). Sofia,
1997.

- “Saints and Demons at the Balkans” (“Ceeruu u nemonu Ha bankanute”). Sofia,

2002.

Studies and Articles:

“About the Bulgarian Holy Healers” (“3a Obarapckure cBeTuu yeuntenu’) — B:
Etnorpadcku nmpobiemn Ha HapomHaTa kynatypa (Ethnographic Problems of the Popular
Culture). Codus, 2000, 1. 6, 54-70.

“Folks Weltanschauung” (“Haponen cetornen”). — B: Cakap. Codwus, 2002, 231-
254.

“Rites of Death and Funeral” (O6pemnu nipu cmbpT 1 morpedenue”) - B: Cakap.
Codus, 2002, 313-324.

“About “The Dry Marriage” of Bulgarian Migrants (Gurbetchii)” (“3a “snoBara”
cBarba mpu Obarapckute rypberunn”). — B: ETHonorusita Ha nBe Beka. M3cinenBanus u
Marepuanu o nosoj 60-rogumanHa Ta goi. H. Kones. Benuko TwpHoBo, 2000, 401-410.

“The Plant Code in the Bulgarian Funeral Rites” (‘“PactutenHust kom B
Obarapckute morpedamHu obomvan”). — B: KusHenusat nmkwia. Jlokmamu ot Owiarapo-
cpbOcka HayuHa koHpepentus Codust, 2000, 272-278.

“Assoc. Prof. Dr. Slavka Grebenarova” (“Cr. H. c. II ct. 1-p CnaBka Bacunesa
I'pebenapona (1956-2002)”. — BE, 2002, Ne 3, 5-10.

“The Ethnographic Institutes in FEurope Facing Similar Challenges”
(“ETtnorpadckure my3eu B EBpona npen eqnu u cbinu uznuranus’’) — BE, 2002, Ne 4, 91-
99.

“Summertime Tourist Attractions on the Southern Black Sea Coast” — Ehtnologia
Bulgarica, 2001, Ne 2, 100-110.

“Der Béar im Volksglauben der Balkanvolker” (“The bear in the popular belief of
the Balkan people”) — Thracia, 2002, No 15, 213-224.



“In Memory of Prof. Strashimir Dimitrov’) (“B mnamer na Crpammmup
HumutpoB”— B: KpunNTOXpUCTHUSHCTBO W PEIMTHO3€H CHHKpPETH3bM Ha bankaHwure.
Codus, 2002, 9-10.

“Ethnographic Researches during the Socialist Period” (“Etnorpadcku
M3CIIeIBaHMS 110 BpeMe Ha cornpanu3Ma’) — B: Conmanu3mbT: peamHocT u wito3uu. Codusl,
2003, 7-12.

“Vestiges from the Cult of Bear in the Believes and Rites of Balkan People”
(“Cneam OT KyaTa KbM MEUKaTa BHB BSPBAaHUATA U 0OMYanNTE HA OAJIKAHCKHUTE HApOIn’) —
B: Pacturennusar u xuBotuHCKUAT cBAT (The The Plant and Animals World). Codwus,
2003, 260-275.

“Saint Mina in the Calendar Tradition of Balkan People” (“Csetm Mwuna B
KaJICHJIapHaTa Tpaauius Ha Oankanckute Hapoau”) - Uctopus, 2004, Ne 4-5, 79-88).

“With Love for the Museum and Museum Problems. 60 years of Dr. Gramatikov”
(“C obuu kbM My3est U My3eiiHata npobnemaruka. [[-p I'. I'pamarukoB Ha 60 roguHu’”) -
B: W3BecTus Ha uctopuueckus myseit B Xackono. T. 2, XackoBo, 2004, 13-18.)

“The Natural Miracles in the Weltanschauung of Thracian” (“Ilpupoaaute gyneca
B cBeToryiena Ha Tpakuena’) — B: TpakuensT u HeroBusaT cat. Codus, 2004, 1. 2, 169-
182.

“The Biographic Approach in the Research of the Intercultural Attitudes”
(“buorpaduHUAT MOIXO MPU U3CIEABAHE HA MHTEPKYITYPATHUTE B3aMMOOTHOIICHUS ).
—BE, 2004, Ne 4.

“Memory of Nedyalka Krapcheva” (“Crniomen 3a Hemsinka Kpamuesa”). — BE, 2000,
KH.2, 128-129.

“Respected Slavistic Research. Slavic antiquities. Ethnolinguistic Dictionary”
(“ABTOpPHUTETHO CITABUCTUYHO m3cieaaHe. CliaBSHCKHUE APEBHOCTU. ETHOMUTBUCTHYECKUI
cnaBaps.” (pent.) — BE, 2000, ku. 3, 124-125.

“G. Mihaylova. Are Masked the Masking Characters?” (“I. Muxaiinosa.
Mackupanu 1 ca MackupanuTte nepconaxu?” (pei.) — BE, 2002, No 4, 110-113.

“T. Agapkina. The Myth and Poetic Bases of the Slavic National Calendar”
(“Arankuaa. MudomodTHdeckie OCHOBBI CIIaBSHCKOT'O HAapOJHOIO KayieHmaps.” (perr.) —

BE, 2002, Ne 4, 119-122.



“T. A. Bernsham. Youth in Symbolism of the Rites de Passages of East Slavs: the
Doctrine and Experience of Church in Folk Christianity” (“T. A. bepamram, MononocTs B
CUMBOJIU3ME TEPEXOJHBIX OOpPSIOB BOCTOYHBIX ClaBsiH: YueHue u onbIT LlepkBu B
HapoaHOM xpuctusHcTBe.” (peir.) — bd, 2000, Ne 3, 103-105.

“International Conference on the Occasion of the 80 Birthday of Acad. Tolstoy”
(“Mexaynaponna KoHpepeHIus mo moBoa 80 r. OT poXKACHHETO Ha akaa. ToJcToi”). —
BE, 2003, Ne 4, 132-134.

“Folkchristian Cult of St. Ekaterina in the Slavic and Balkan Context”
(“HapomnoxpuctusHckusaT Kyat kbM CB. EkarepuHa B CiaBsSHCKM W OallKaHCKH
koHTeKcT”’). — B: ETHOrpadcku npobnemu Ha Hapoanara Kyatypa. Codus, 2005, 1. 7, 204-
224.

“Saints of Death in The Tradition of the Balkan People” (“Caetiin Ha cMbpTTa B
TpaaunusaTa Ha OankaHckute Hapoau’). — B: PucksT oT cmbprra Ha bankanute u B
EBpomna. Benuko TepHoBO, 2005, 44-54.

“Cult of Saints at the Balkans in the Context of the Folk Etymology” (“KyaTsT kbM
cBeTuuTe Ha bankaHuTe B KOHTEKCTa Ha HapoaHata ertumojorus’). — B: Han. /.

[ummvanoB - popymsbt. [lummanosu yerenust, Codus, 2005, 1. 1, 117-123.)

Articles in Encyclopaedias:

“Bulgarian Mythology” (“bbvarapcka mutonmorus™) (1994), “Bulgarian Popular
Medicine” (“bvarapcka Hapoana wmemuiuHa’) (1999) and “Encyclopedia A - 47
(“Enmukmoneaus A-5) (2002).

Abroad:

“Uber die versiumten und die kiinftigen Moglichkeiten der bulgarischen
Ethnologie. — Europiische Ethnologie an der Wende”. Bulgarisch-Osterreichisches
Kolloquium, Kittsee, 2000, 17-22.

“Die Sammlungen des Ethnographischen Nationalmuseums in Bulgarien” -

Kittseer Schriften zur Volkskunde, No 15, Wien-Kittsee, 2003, 19-24.



“The Natural Miracles in Bulgarian Folk Beliefs” (“IIpupoana dyna y HapoaHoOM
BepoBannma byrapa”) — B: Uyno y cnoBenckum kynrypama (The Miracle in the Slavonian
Culture). beorpan, 2000, 61-68.

“The Sacrifice of the Well” (“Kyp6an na repana (Kyp6an 3a Depan”). — B:
I'macauk etHorpadckor myseja, Ne 49, beorpan, 2000, 85-90).

“The Multiple Faces of St. Petka Tarnovska” (“Muoro6pojua numa cete IleTke
Tpuscke”). — B: Kynt cBerux Ha bankany. Kparyjesar 2001, 137-178.

“Crazy Sundays in the Bulgarian Calendar Cycle” (be3ymubie (JiyauTe) Henenu B
KaJICHJIapHOM IuKJe 6oarap). — B: [Ipu3HakoBoe mpocTpaHCTBO KyabTypbl. MockBa, 2002,
86-102.

“The Zoomorphic Code of the Bulgarian Funeral Concepts” (“3ooMopdHUAT KO B
norpedanHuTe mpeAactaBd Ha bowiarapute (konere Ha CB. Tomop)”). — B: OOuuaju
YKUBOTHOT 1uKiyca, beorpan 2002, 321-328.)

“Folks Etymology and Cult of Saints” (“Hapoanast 5TUMONOTHS ¥ KyJIbT CBITHIX ).

— B: SI3bIK KynbTYpBI: cCeMaHTHKA U TpamMatrka. Mocksa, 2004, 131-137).

CONFERENCES:

In Bulgaria:
First Bulgarian-Serbian Conference on the Life Cycle (Sofia, 2000). Paper - “The

Plant Code in the Bulgarian Funeral Rites”.

Conference devoted to the 60-years of Assoc. Prof. N. Kolev (Veliko Tarnovo,
2000). Paper - “About “The Dry Marriage” of Bulgarian Migrants (Gurbetchii)” (‘“3a
“snoBaTa’” cBaTOa mpu OBArapcKUTe rypOeTInu’”).

International Conference “The Socialism — Reality and Illusion” (Sofia, 2002).
Paper — “The Ethnographic Researches during the Socialist Period”) (“ETnorpadckure
M3CIICIBAaHMS TIPe3 comranimn3ma’).

The Celebration of ICOM (Sofia, 2002). Paper - “Minorities and Their Presentation
in the Ethnographic Museums” (“ManumHCTBaTa W TAXHOTO TPEJICTaBSHE B

eTHOTpadckuTe My3en”).



Academic Supervising of the 10™ National Conference of Bulgarian Ethnographers
(Stara Zagora, 2003).

Academic Supervising of the Third Ethnographic Conference “Thracian and Its
World” (Lubimetz, 2004).

Academic Supervising of the Conference devoted to the Thirty years of the
Foundation of the Varna Ethnographic Museum (Varna, 2004).

International Conference in Goethe Institute (Sofia, 2004) — paper “The Biographic
Approach in the Research of Intercultural Attitudes” (“buorpadbwunusar mogxon mpu
u3clieiBaHe Ha HHTEPKYITYPAIHUTE B3aUMOOTHOIIECHHUS ).

Conference, devoted on the life and activity of Prof. Ivan Shishmanov (Sofia, 2004)
Paper - “Folk Etymology and Cult of Saints in Bulgaria” (“Hapoanara erumosnorus u
KyJATHT KbM CKBETIIUTE Ha bankanurte”).

Conference of the Historical Department in Sofia University “St. Kl. Ohridski”
(Sofia, 2004). Paper — “New Trends in the Development of Bulgarian Ethnology” (“HoBu

TEHJICHIIUY B PA3BUTUETO HA OBJITapcKkaTa €THOJIOTHS ).

Abroad:

The Sixth International Conference (Zaychar, 2000) — Paper “Scrifice of the well”
(“Kyp0Oan Ha repana’).

The Second Bulgarian and Serbian conference in Belgrad (Serbia, 2001) — Paper -
“The Zoomorf Code of the Bulgarian Funeral Concepts. The Horses of St. Todor”
(“30omopduUAT KO B orpedbanuuTe oondan Ha Obsrapute. Konere Ha CB. Tomop”).

“Second international conference of the European ethnographic museum” (Vienna,
2002) Paper — “Collections of the National Ethnographic Museum in Sofia” (“Konekuure
Ha Hanmonamuus etnorpadcku myseit B Codust™).

Participation in the colloquium of the ethnology students in Universitit Leipzig
(2002). Paper - “The System of Non-Blood Kinship of Bulgarians and the Other Balkan
Neighbor Nations” (Cuctemara Ha HEKPBBHO POJICTBO y OBJITapUTe U CHCEAHUTE
OaskaHCKW Hapoau”).

The International Slavistic Readings (Russia, 2003). — paper “Folk Etymology and
the Cult of Saints”.



Participation in the working meeting of the all Academies of Sciences in the East-

South Europe for safeguarding of the cultural heritage (Istanbul, 2005).

PARTICIPATIONS IN PROJECTS:

With general national value:

2002-2004 — “The Life and Activity of Prof. Ivan Shishmanov” (2002-2004 r.),
financed by BAS.

2003 — “Greeks in Bulgaria”, financed by IMIR.

1993-1994 — “Vlachs in Bulgaria”, financed by Princeton University, USA.

With International value:

2001-2005 — “Comparative Researches of Slavs” (Bulgarian-Russian project),
financed by Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.
1999-2001 — “Rites and Life Cycle” (Bulgarian-Serbian project), financed by

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

LECTURES:

2000 “Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Sofia University “St. KI. Ohridski”.
“Bulgarian Sytem of Holidays and Rites”, Sofia University “St. KI.
Ohridski”.
“Bulgarian Mythology and Demonology”, New Bulgarian University.
“The Tradional Calendar and Saints”, Veliko Tarnovo University “St. St.

Kiril and Methody “.

2001 “Bulgarian Mythology”, New Bulgarian University.
“Balkan Tradional Calendar”, New Bulgarian University.
“Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Sofia University “St. KI. Ohridski”.

“Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Munich University, Germany.



2002 “Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Sofia University “St. KI1. Ohridski”
“Bulgarian Sytem of Holidays and Rites”, Sofia University “St. KI.

Ohridski”
“Balkan Tradional Calendar”, New Bulgarian University.
“Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Leipzig University, Germany.
2003 “Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Sofia University “St. KI. Ohridski”.
“Bulgarian Sytem of Holidays and Rites”, Sofia University “St. KI.
Ohridski”.
2004 “Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Sofia University “St. KI. Ohridski”.
“Bulgarian Traditional Culture”, Shumen University.
“Bulgarian Traditional Culture”, Munich University.
2005 “Balkan Tradional Calendar”, Sofia University “St. KI. Ohridski”

“Bulgarian Traditional Culture”, Shumen University.

Academic Supervising of 2 M.A. students for 2000 and 2 M.A. students for 2001 in
Sofia University “St. K. Ohridski”).

Academic Supervising of 3 Ph.D. students (2 from EIM and 1 from Shumen
University “Bishop K. Preslavski *).

MEMBERSHIP IN EXPERT GROUPS:

Chair of the Academic Council of the Ethnographic Institute and Museum at
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (2000-2004).

Deputy Director of the Specialised Academic Council for Old and Mediaeval
History, Archeology and Ethnography (2000-2004 r.).

Participation in the General Assembly of Bulgarian Academic of Sciences (2000-
2003).

Participation in the Ethnology Expert Council of IMIR (2000-2004).



Participation in the Council of the Directors of Humanities Institutes of Bulgarian
Academy Sciences (2000-2004).
Participation in the Academic Councils of Department “Ethnology” in Sofia

University and Veliko Tarnovo University (2000-2001).



